MINUTES OF THE
MONTHLY MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE
Council of Neighborhood Associations of Southern Pinellas
County, Inc. (CONA)
November 17, 2021
This Meeting of the CONA Membership was held electronically pursuant to proper notice
utilizing the Zoom video conferencing application.
CONA President Tom Lally called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
President Tom Lally asked for a veteran to lead the Pledge, and Kevin Christy led the meeting in
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Minutes:
On Motion of Travis Jarman, seconded by Stephen Waters, and without objection, the Minutes of
the October 20, 2021, CONA Membership Meeting were approved unanimously.
Welcome to City Administration, Council and Staff:
President Tom Lally welcomed the City and staff to the meeting. Among those in attendance
were Robert Barto (Community Services Department) and Chris Claus, (Water Conservation
Coordinator).
Announcements:
President Lally proudly announced that CONA has three new members - Central Oak Park
Neighborhood Association, Arcadia Gardens Neighborhood Association, and associate member
Preserve the ‘Berg. Since our By-Laws require Membership to approve new members, President
Lally asked for a motion approving these new members.
A motion to approve the new CONA members of Central Oak Park Neighborhood Association,
Arcadia Gardens Neighborhood Association, and Preserve the ‘Berg was made by Travis Jarman,
seconded by Anna Broshears, and passed unanimously.
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Express Speakers:
Megan McGee (Saint Petersburg Police Department)
Community Assistance and Life Liaison (CALL):
The CALL team has been fully staffed since April and responds from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00
Midnight in teams of two and responds without law enforcement. Pilot portion of program has
been completed. City Council has agreed to renew CALL for two years, and increased funding to
allow the program to hire an assistant program director. All CALL employees work in the field there are no desk jobs.
At end of the pilot portion of the program CALL had served over 1500 individuals, has had made
over 3000 contacts and over 400 referrals from SPPD officers. There have no injuries or
incidents. CALL is diverting over 73% of non-violent calls away from law enforcement
responses.
Over 60% of the contacts participate in follow up visits. In the field 93% of the calls are
completed without sworn law enforcement. The SPPD call Center is very successful in vetting of
contacts through the 911 calls. The most frequent call out zip codes are 33705, 33710 and
33712. The most common ages of call outs are 16, 78 and 32, showing the wide representation
the CALL program helps. The most common incidents are for mental health and suicide
prevention.
Please refer to the attached PowerPoint presentation for details and for contact information. This
is a valuable addition to the Saint Petersburg community. Direct link to the CALL program is
available through this link.
Kevin Christy (Programmer Specialist from Saint Petersburg Police Department)
Eagle Eye Program
Eagle Eye is a SPPD program to allow citizens to voluntarily register their security cameras with
the SPPD and voluntarily allow officers to come to your home and view your recorded
information. There is no remote access to your cameras and all information is confidential, and is
immune to public records requests. At all times permission allowing access to your cameras is
voluntary, and can be revoked at any time.
Registration is easy and on-line, even from a mobile friendly QR code or directly through this link.
Randy Hallier
Free Bikes for Kids, Tampa Bay
A love for bicycling brought Randy Hallier to this charitable venture, where he hopes to serve
children throughout Pinellas County. FB4K’s work will refurbish and divert bikes from the scrap
yard or land fill, and will provide a healthy activity for children. This is a nationwide program
which has been around for eleven years, but this is the first year for Tampa Bay.
FB4K is a way to divert serviceable bikes into use and away from the land fill. Currently talking
with major retailers such as Target and Walmart for a way to put returned bikes to service. The
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goal is to give away a million bikes nationwide. About 15% of the donated bikes are not able to
be restored.
First year operating budget is nearly complete. Now looking for donation sites. Roll out is
projected for April, 2022. Also will need volunteers to clean and repair bikes. Every bike given
away will be accompanied with a helmet. A professional video of the FB4K program and what it
seeks to accomplish can be accessed at this link narrated by Tour de France legend, Phil Liggett.
Attached Presentations
Each Express Speaker provided a PowerPoint presentation, copies of which are attached to these
Minutes. The details from the presentations are not repeated or duplicated in these Minutes.
Each presentation is rich with useful statistical detail and contact information. Please refer to the
attached presentations for these statistical and policy details and information
Standing Committee Reports:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Audit Committee Chair David Roman reports that the audit for the first six months of
2021 has been completed and has been uploaded to Forums.
Codes Committee Chair Anna Broshears has nothing to report. Working on the report for
the last Committee meeting. Looking for a new Chair for 2022.
Land Development and Historic Resources Committee Chair Judy Landon has been away,
and Brandon Huskins reports that the continuing effort to build in coastal high hazzard
areas is frustrating.
Leadership Chair Karen Carichael reports that she is grateful for the volunteers and that
Ashley Sica completed an on-line application which is being used. Plans under way for the
graduation dinner. Registration cut off is December 10, 2021. We have received the
SPPD forfeiture grant for $1,500 which is for scholarships. The Rays and Duke have
committed for financial support.
Membership Chair Gary Grudzinkas reports there are a few new members and he is
working with Tom Lally to update the Membership List and the renewal letter which will
go out shortly.
Nominating Committee has sent out requests for people to volunteer to serve on the EC.
If anyone has anyone who might qualify please refer them to the President.
Public Safety Committee Chair John Mason has stepped down. Two issues - homicides
with guns and deaths in motor vehicle accident deaths.

Special Committee Reports:
•
•
•
•

Communications Chair Travis Jarman has nothing to report. President Lally
complimented the Committee on a great job on getting information out to members.
There is no Events Committee Chair. We have discussed a Holiday even, maybe in
January in one of our parks.
Diversity and Inclusion Committee has no chair.
Multi-Modal Transportation Committee Chair Charley Guy expects a release from the
City after the first of the year of a plan for setting up in neighborhoods ways to relieve
traffic issues. Catalyst electronis magazine is supportive of Multi-Modal Transportation
issues.
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•
•

Pier and Waterfront Committee Chair Will Michaels is not in attendance tonight.
Vision 2050 Committee Chair Bill Dahl reports that the Committee will form up again
after the first of the year. The Housing, Land Use and Transportation Committee of the
City Council (HLUT) meeting caused an uproar about creating larger corridor buffers.
Bill Dahl recommends the thoughtful article Will Michaels wrote for the November 16,
2021, Northeast Journal entitled “Upzoning Our Neighborhoods” which is worth reading.
Here is a link to that article. Additional Council meetings on zoning are coming in the
near future. The pending zoning changes put neighborhood character and density at risk.
Anna Broshears reports that HONNA is opposed to these changes and is preparing to
send a letter to the City Council and will make sure to send a copy to CONA. There is
concern that these zoning changes are not focused on “affordable” or “workforce”
housing, but are designed to meet developer short term profit motives. City Council has
moved to increase the staff buffer proposal by four times over the staff recommendation.

Neighborhood Announcements:
Bill Dahl reports that Coquina Key NA and other neighborhoods are forming an alliance to
address needs of the 4th & 6th Street South area. Also, oyster balls and other shoreline protection
is starting to be implemented at Lansing Park, with volunteers needed.
HONNA is having its annual candlelight tour on December 12, 2021, from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. and
tickets are on sale now.
Adjournment:
A Motion to Adjourn was made by Stephen Waters, seconded by Bill Dahl, and passed
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
Our next CONA Zoom Membership meeting will be December 15, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
Attendance: 30
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Stephen M. Waters, Secretary
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MOTIONS
A motion to approve the new CONA memberships of Central Oak Park Neighborhood
Association, Arcadia Gardens Neighborhood Association, and Preserve the ‘Berg was made by
Travis Jarman, seconded by Anna Broshears, and passed unanimously.

Page 5 of 5

