MINUTES OF THE
MONTHLY MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE
Council of Neighborhood Associations of Southern Pinellas
County, Inc. (CONA)
August 18, 2021
This Meeting of the CONA Membership was held electronically pursuant to proper notice
utilizing the Zoom video conferencing application.
CONA President Tom Lally called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
President Tom Lally led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Minutes:
On Motion of Anna Broshears, seconded by Stephen Waters, and without objection, the Minutes
of the July 21, 2021, CONA Membership Meeting were approved unanimously.
Welcome to City Administration, Council and Staff:
President Tom Lally welcomed the City and staff to the meeting. Among those in attendance
were Robert Barto (Community Services Department), Chris Claus, (Water Conservation
Coordinator) and Susie Ajoc, (Community Services Director).
Spotlight Speaker - Esther Eugene, NAACP-St. Petersburg President:
President Tom Lally introduced the new President of NAACP-St. Petersburg.
Esther Eugene was elected President of NAACP St. Petersburg Branch 5130 in November, 2020,
and sworn in January 1, 2021. With everything being virtual, there were challenges, but growth
has been rewarding.
The presentation was through PowerPoint slides, and a copy of the presentation is attached to
these Minutes.
The NAACP mission is clear - to insure the political, educational, social and economic equality of
rights for all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination. NAACP’s vision is
to represent all persons to insure a society of equality for all individuals.
“Those who are unaware of their history are destined to repeat it.”
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The NAACP was formed in 1909. The St. Petersburg branch was formed in 1941, and was
named the first NAACP State Conference in the nation as well as in our State, under the
leadership of Noah Griffin.
The Tampa Bay Rays are members of our NAACP branch, as is the St. Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce. The importance of the membership means that we walk this journey together.
Local impact in neighborhoods was displayed earlier this year by a six day event where
neighborhoods and City officials came out and discussed local needs and issues. Also, this year
the City passed the CBA (see: Community Benefits Agreement) legislation which will benefit the
most needy areas of our City.
Collaboration between CONA and NAACP can include all neighborhoods City-wide, involve
resource sharing and improve education on the value of both organizations. All neighborhoods
should be members of CONA and the NAACP wants to insure that those neighborhoods which
are not members are informed of the benefits of membership.
Esther Eugene is always available to work with CONA. She offered her personal phone number:
727-900-1170 - mobile
CONA and NAACP can reach out to neighborhoods and see what help was needed and could
work together for education and support on common issues. Identifying young community
leaders is important to the future of both organizations.
“A true leader has a bench.” Your bench is made up of the people coming up in the organization
to take over leadership. “We need to recruit and recruit younger.”
Esther Eugene spoke about the CBA and also about the help that is available to our City through
ARPA funding (see: American Rescue Plan Act) amounting to un-earmarked $46 Million dollars.
However, for ARPA, and before conducting the public meetings, the City had pre-determined
where the money was to go. This resulted in the meetings being nearly meaningless and will
discourage future pubic participation. This money will not be available for the coming eviction
and foreclosure wave, and St. Petersburg has no hotel rooms to accommodate people losing their
homes.
Tom Lally will reach out to Esther Eugene tomorrow and set up a meeting over coffee to address
working together on some of these open issues.
“We are the champions of our City.”
Please refer to the attached presentation for details and information.
Express Speaker - Joseph Vitale, City Recycling Manager:
Joe Vitale had last minute scheduling conflict and will need to be rescheduled.
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Standing Committee Reports:
•
•
•

•

•
•

Audit Committee Chair David Roman had nothing to report.
Codes Committee Chair Anna Broshears had nothing to report.
Land Development Committee Chair Judy Landon asked Karen Carmichael, President of
the Downtown Neighborhood Association, whether DNA had issues with the expansion of
the Cordova Inn and demolition of the Stanton Hotel. Karen Carmichael has heard no
concerns raised in the neighborhood.
Karen Carmichael, Chair of Leadership, had a meeting that fell through and is meeting
with someone tomorrow as a prospective co-chair. She wants to know what her budget
is. She also asked if anyone knows where things were previously purchased. Duke
Energy has again offered a $2,500 donation. Other changes are being made, and it may be
down to twelve sessions from thirteen. She is concerned with this Delta Variant surge,
classes may have to be on Zoom.
Gary Grudzinskas, Chair of the Membership and Nominating Committees, reports 37
regular member neighborhoods and nothing else to report.
John Mason, Chair of the Public Safety Committee, had nothing to report.

Special Committee Reports:
•
•
•
•

•

Communication Committee Co-Chair Ashley Sica had nothing to report.
Jonathan Porcelli, Chair of the Events Committee, had nothing to report.
Diversity and Inclusion Chair Michelene Everett is not available, but Tom Lally will be
working with Esther Eugene on cooperation between CONA and NAACP.
Charley Guy, Chair of Multi-Modal Transportation Committee, reports on Fall events.
The City is coming to neighborhood leaders to deal with transportation issues in each
neighborhood. There will be a Sun Runner public meeting this month on August 23,
2021, at 6:30. A presentation on traffic enforcement may be a good candidate for a
CONA presentation, which will be discussed with President Lally.
Chair Bill Dahl of the Vision2050 Committee is working with Chair Will Michaels of the
Pier & Downtown Waterfront Master Plan Committee. The Vision 2050 report has been
completed and sent out to everyone, accompanied by a summary. We are now addressing
the City’s Comprehensive Plan revisions. Recommendations regarding the Comprehensive
Plan will be considered by the Council on August 26, 2021. The CONA report has
focused on three areas: (1) defining community character, (2) encouraging neighborhood
plans, and (3) updating sustainability and resilience data and plans. CONA will send the
report and recommendations on to the City Council over our President’s signature.

Neighborhood Announcements:
•
•
•
•

Euclid St. Paul NA is putting together its Haunted Hike on October 23, 2021.
Barbara Ellis of Greater Pinellas Point CA inquired about a low volume of mail and other
neighborhoods also reported low mail volume, and that most related to variance and
building matters.
Fonda Sabin of Old Southeast NA reports that it will be re-starting its artists enclave
neighborhood walk in October (link to OSNA FaceBook page).
Is there a central calendar for neighborhood events? Susie Ajoc posted a link in Chat
which you can access here for posting to the City events calendar. CONA also has a
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•

FaceBook page which can distribute activities notices which can be sent to
communications@stpetecona.org for posting.
Robert Barto of the City reported that the City is hosting CareFest from September 11,
2021, through October 17, 2021, avoiding unsafe gatherings. Here is a link to the City
Website for further information on how to set up a public service event and get support
from the City.

Adjournment:
A Motion to Adjourn was made by David Roman, seconded by Anna Broshears, and passed
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.
Attendance: 30
Our next CONA Zoom Membership meeting will be September 15, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Stephen M. Waters, Secretary
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St. Petersburg
Branch #5130

President – Esther Eugene, MSW

MISSION |
VISION

The NAACP’s mission is to ensure ….the political, educational,
social and economic equality of rights for all persons and to
eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination.
The NAACP’s vision is to ensure a society in which all
individuals have equal rights and there is no racial hatred or
racial discrimination.

The Why…..
and
The Who…..
The NAACP was formed on
February 12, 1909 as an
interracial endeavor to
advance justice for African
Americans by a group of men
and women including:

W.E.B. Du Bois, Mary White
Ovington, Moorfield Storey Ida
B Wells, Archibald Grimke’,
Mary Church Terrell, Henry
Moskowitz, William Walling,
Florence Kelley, Oswald Villard
and Charles Russell

St. Petersburg Branch
History….
The St. Petersburg branch was
formed between October 17-19,
1941. It was named the 1st NAACP
State Conference in the nation.
Under the leadership of Noah
Griffin.

NAACP – Six Game Changers
is focused on addressing the major areas of inequality facing African Americans is the focus of the work

Economic
Sustainability

Education

Health

Public Safety
and Criminal
Justice

Voting Rights
and Political
Representation

Expanding
Youth and
Young Adult
Engagement

• Litigated and won a pivotal Supreme Court case, NAACP v.
Trump, that prevented the administration from rescinding
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), thus
protecting the safety and futures of almost 700,000 DACA
recipients, including many from the African Diaspora.

MAKING AN
IMPACT
(2020)
Nationally

• Took to the federal courts, in conjunction with national
allies and state and local NAACP units, to challenge the
government's inadequate preparation and/or lack of
transparency about their plans to count people of color
in the 2020 Census, and to block the government's
intention to end the census early.
• The national moratoriums on evictions, foreclosures,
negative credit reporting, and utility suspensions were a
direct result of advocacy led by the NAACP.
• NAACP played a crucial role, partnering with the data
science firm GSSA to develop new tools and strategies for
voter education and turnout during the COVID-19
pandemic.

MAKING AN IMPACT (2021) Locally
“The 3 R’s”

“We stand here today connected by our desire to see a change,” she said. “We recognize that in order for our community to really achieve elimination of racial
disparities, we must work together. We must ensure that no one person and no organization are operating in a silo. We are all on the same page, reading the same
book titled, ‘We Love the People of St. Petersburg.’”……

Re-Energize

Re-Claim

The Branch and The Community (forming
partnerships with Individuals, Families, and
Corporations by way of memberships)

Re-Cruit

The Respect of the Community and educate
others on the work of the branch both locally
and nationally

Powerful Leaders, Educators, AND Youth
in our Community

MAKING AN IMPACT
(2021) Locally
Community Conversations
• 6 City Neighborhoods participated over 6
days.
• Connected with community members who
are willing to actively reach and connect
across divides.
• Provided the framework needed to have
purposeful solution driven conversations.
• Provided a practical and powerful approach
to support neighborhoods while
encouraging sustained engagement.

MAKING AN IMPACT (2021) LOCALLY

Successfully advocated along with
many other community members
and leaders for a city-wide
Community Benefits Agreement.
Which was successfully passed on
July 22, 2021 with a unanimous
vote from the City Council.

Do you want to get involved…..?

•

Armed Forces & Veterans

•

Communications

•

Community Coordination

•

Criminal Justice

•

Economic Development (community focused)

•

Education (data driven)

•

Health

•

Housing

•

Legal Redress

•

Political Action

•

Legal Redress

•

Youthworks (reactivated after 6 years of dormancy)

•

Environmental, Climate & Justice

HOW DO WE BUILD A BRIDGE OF COLLABORATION……

Neighborhood Improvement
The NAACP and CONA
launching a campaign for all
neighborhood improvements
city-wide

Resource Sharing
Creating a funded resource
sharing platform.

Educate on the Value of
Both Organizations
Creating pathways for
Powerful Leaders,
Educators, AND Youth in
our Community

With a focus driven approach we
will have the ability to enact
change, build bridges, hold
ourselves and our elected
officials accountable, and truly
stand out as Champions for St.
Petersburg!

Join Us (Become a member):
Membership
(Individual/Families - $30.00)
(Corporate - $5000.00)
(contact for information)

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 35123
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Contact: (727) 657-9975
Email: President@naacpstpetersburg.org

www.naacpstpetersburg.org

